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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The action is responsive to the Amendment filed on 30 August 2005. Claims 1 - 
34 are pending. Claims 4, 7, 13, 18 and 27 are amended. Claims 32-34 are new. 

2. The amendments filed 30 August 2005 are sufficient to overcome the prior 
objection to the abstract, specification and claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Beller 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,852,819). 

Referring to claim 1 , Beller teaches a computer system user interface (see Beller, * 
column 8 lines 3-1 1) for statistical analysis (see Beller, column 19 lines 25-38) 
comprising: a data entry display screen configured to receive user input providing 
tabular data (see Beller, column 8 lines 12-21); a configuration and control display 
screen configured to receive user input selecting a particular statistical analysis to be 
performed on the tabular data (see Beller, column 16 lines 6-19); statistical computation 
means responsive to user input received in the configuration and control display screen 
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to perform the particular statistical analysis using the tabular data entered by user input 
in the data entry display screen to generate statistical results (see Beller, column 19 
lines 52-64) wherein the statistical computation means is operable to retrieve and 
reformat the tabular data without user interaction (see Beller, column 20 lines 4-21); and 
a results page display screen responsive to the statistical computation means and to 
user input received in the configuration and control display screen to format and display 
results of the statistical analysis (see Beller, column 20 lines 22-42). 

Referring to claim 2, Beller teaches that the statistical computation means 
includes: means for computing the particular statistical analysis as one or more of mean 
of the response, standard deviation of a function response (see Beller, column 21 lines 
48-56), or percentiles of a function response (see Beller, column 21 lines 58-63). 

Referring to claim 3, Beller teaches a data store associated with the data entry 
display screen for persistent storage of the tabular data (see Beller, Figure 6 "Block 
601" and "Block 602"), wherein the statistical analysis computation means is operable to 
retrieve the tabular data from the data store (see Beller, Figure 6 "Block 603"). 

Referring to claims 4 and 18, Beller teaches receiving user input identifying 
desired analysis; retrieving user data from a data store (see Beller, column 10 lines 1- 
14); reformatting the user data from a data store (see Beller, Figure 6 "Block 603"); 
reformatting the user data in accordance with the desired analysis (see Beller, column 
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13 lines 49-63); computing factors for the desired analysis (see Beller, column 19 lines 
52-64); formatting output from results of the computation for presentation to the user 
(see Beller, column 20 lines 4-21 ); and presenting the output to the user in response to 
input from the user requesting output presentation (see Beller, column 20 lines 29-42), 
wherein the steps of retrieving, reformatting computing and formatting are automated, 
responsive to the step of receiving and otherwise substantially devoid of interaction with 
the user for receiving input (see Beller, column 20 lines 22-29). 

Referring to claims 5 and 19, Beller teaches receiving user input to enter the user 
data in a tabular format in advance of the step of receiving user input identifying desired 
analysis (see Beller, column 9 lines 1 1-20). 

Referring to claims 6 and 20, Beller teaches transferring the user data entered in 
tabular format to a database (see Beller, column 16 lines 12-20). 

Referring to claims 7 and 21 , Beller teaches retrieving the user data from the 
database such that the user data is in a different format than the tabular format (see 
Beller, column 20 lines 4-21). 

Referring to claims 8 and 22, Beller teaches receiving user input identifying the 
desired analysis as one or more of mean of the response, standard deviation of a 
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function response (see Seller, column 21 lines 48-56), or percentiles of a function 
response (see Beller, column 21 lines 58-63). 

Referring to claims 9 and 23, Beller teaches presenting a spreadsheet to a user 
on a display wherein the spreadsheet comprises a plurality of pre-defined pages (see 
Beller, column 19 lines 52-64); receiving tabular data in a canonical form into a data 
page of the plurality of pre-defined pages (see Beller, column 21 lines 27-47); receiving 
configuration input into a user interaction page of the plurality of pre-defined pages 
wherein the configuration input indicates a type of statistical analysis to be performed 
and indication of elements involved in the statistical analysis (see Beller, column 16 
lines 6-19); automatically reformatting the tabular data in accord with the type of 
statistical analysis without further user interaction (see Beller, column 20 lines 4-21); 
automatically performing the indicated statistical analysis for all indicated elements 
without further interaction wherein the statistical analysis identifies a significant factor in 
the tabular data (see Beller, column 19 lines 52-64); and generating results of the 
statistical analysis in a result page of the plurality of pre-defined pages wherein the 
results identify the significant factor (see Beller, column 20 lines 22-42). 

Referring to claims 10 and 24, Beller teaches receiving user input identifying 
portions of the tabular data representing elements for the statistical analysis and user 
input identifying portions of the tabular data representing a response for the statistical 
analysis (see Beller, column 19 lines 52-64). 
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Referring to claims 1 1 and 25, Beller teaches receiving user input as the 
configuration input identifying the type of statistical analysis as one or more of mean of 
the response, standard deviation of a function response (see Beller, column 21 lines 48- 
56), or percentiles of a function response (see Beller, column 21 lines 58-63). 

Referring to claims 12 and 26, Beller teaches generating results as tabular output 
in the results page (see Beller, column 27 line 66 - column 28 line 18). 

Referring to claims 13 and 27, Beller teaches generating results as graphical 
output in the results page (see Beller, column 27 lines 3-26). 

Referring to claims 14 and 28, Beller teaches receiving user input identifying 
relevant elements within the tabular data and a corresponding response within the 
tabular data (see Beller, Figure 6 "Block 603"). 

Referring to claims 15 and 29, Beller teaches determining a difference between 
the mean of a studied element of said relevant elements and all other elements of said 
relevant elements to determine significance of the studied element (see Beller, column 
29 lines 48-58). 
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Referring to claims 16 and 30, Belter teaches determining a difference between a 
standard deviation of a studied element of said relevant elements and all other elements 
of said relevant elements to determine significance of the studied element (see Beller, 
column 29 lines 48-58). 

Referring to claims 17 and 31 , Beller teaches determining a difference between 
percentiles of a studied element of said relevant elements and all other elements of said 
relevant elements to determine significance of the studied element (see Beller, column 
29 lines 48-58). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 30 August 2005 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Beller does not teach "a configuration and control display 
screen configured to receive user input selecting a particular statistical analysis to be 
performed on the tabular data." However, Applicant's arguments are not well taken. 
Beller teaches user input for configuration and control of formulas (see Beller, column 8 
lines 30-33 and column 10 lines 1-14) used to calculate statistical information (see 
Beller, column 21 lines 48-67) based on the tabular data (see Beller, column 21 lines 
48-67). 

Applicant further argues that Beller does not teach "the statistical computation 
means is operable to retrieve and reformat the tabular data without user interaction." 
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However, Applicant's arguments are not well taken. Beller teaches that the processor 
for computing statistical analysis retrieves the tabular data (see Beller, column 21 lines 
48-67), as well as formatting the data using computer algorithms (see Beller, column 22 
lines 57-62), or, as claimed, without user interaction. 

Applicant further argues that Beller does not teach "computing factors for the 
desired analysis." However, Applicant's arguments are not well taken. Beller teaches 
computing data for a selected analysis (see Beller, column 19 lines 52-64). 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mary Kate B. Baran whose telephone number is (571) 
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272-221 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 9:00 am to 
6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marc S. Hoff can be reached on (571 ) 272-2216. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
. Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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MARC S. HCflF 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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